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Starting seedlings 
 

The Earth  is ripe after all of this rain and i 

am told that this is the best time to grow. 

As I become more interested in the weeds 

and trees that grow in the city it is 

impossible to ignore the amount of weeds 

that have 

quadrupled in 

volume and 

size over these 

days of sky tears. When we arrived at the Bissel Gardens 

we could not help but to notice the Weeds that had grown 

over the weeks. On this day we were given a lesson on 

starting and planting seeds conducted by Delores Bryant 

aka the lovely “Ms. Pepper” 

  Preparation 

Seeds can be planted into the soil directly or they 

can be started in bulk in seedling trays like these. 

We used a gentle 1 to 1 blend of compost and 

vermiculite which is used to soak up and store 

water without expanding. After mixing the two 

together in a wheelbarrow we filled all 6 pottery 

trays.  

 

 



Organizing & Planting 

 

 

 

 

Once filled 

we needed to choose the 

seeds to be planted, find 

labels, decide how to 

organize the seeds  and 

decide where best to store 

the trays for maximum 

growth. Once these things 

were established, the 

planting began. Using a 

stick tip to create a burrow 

for the seeds we 

successfully planted and 

labeled 6 seeds trays with: 

 

 

cabbage and OTHER  

green leaf vegetables,  

Perennial herbs, and  

some melons.  

   

   

 



Personal goals & Developments 
Planting Potatoes for the first time 

After doing research on growing potatoes and potato 

towers Mr. vasser and I concluded that using this 

large bag was the best growing method to attempt. 

So today we layered wood chips for draining, farming 

cloth, soil and compost no create the best drained 

bed for potato growth.. Per the seedling package 

instructions I planted each potato seedling one foot 

apart approximately 6 inches (half a trowel) deep.  

 

Stay tuned for 

more ‘tater growth.. 

 

Prodigy 

Corner 
Because I have been learning so much about 

planting and what the Earth can do for us, 

thus far,  this learning experience has been 

incredibly fruitful (so to speak). While learning 

more about underrated plants that have the 

incredible uses, I look forward to my future 

botanical experiences with Bissel Gardens. 

 

We will be sharing our journey as we learn, plant and help to complete other projects in 

the near future, so stay tuned to see more gardening progress at the Bissel Veterans 

Learning Garden in the North Bronx. 

 



 

To volunteer or visit contact Chuck. Vasser 

 

 

 

CONTACT PRODIGY HOUSE 
JOURNALS 
Check us out on facebook 
The Prodigy House Project 

New York 

 

 

mailto:czvasser@yahoo.com
mailto:theprodigyhouseproject@gmail.com
mailto:theprodigyhouseproject@gmail.com

